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! Benchmarks Utilized in Assessing the Development !

! of Students in Theatre Arts Program for Primary School Students

Introduction and Rationale:
¥ The arts; dance, music, theatre arts, and visual arts- are fundamental to the intellectual,

social, emotional, and physical development of all students in the 21st century. The arts
draw on a range of intelligence, aesthetics, and learning styles not addressed in most
standardized educational environments.

¥ Students of the arts are encouraged to use their imaginations, to develop personal discipline,
and to find multiple solutions to problems. They learn to respond to events and experiences
with confidence and to communicate their feelings and viewpoints through appropriate
creative outlets.

¥ Business demands workers who possess an ability to communicate, to be flexible, and to
diagnose problems and find creative solutions. The arts preceded speech as manOs first
language; they assisted in the development of the skills of communication and the
integration of basic skills of reading, writing, science, and mathematics. These skills help
students shape their lives, their communities, and their nation. The arts make all subjects

come alive.

This can be applied to either the Advanced English Language Drama programs, or to
the Korean Theatre Arts program in the standardized Gyeonggi curriculum.
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Foundation Skills:

¥ Foundation skills are 5 basic fundamental skills that add to a students development and
leads to a strong skill-set later in life. These foundation skills are listed numerically in
parentheses after each benchmark.

1. Communication A process by which information is exchanged and a concept of
OmeaningO is created and shared between individuals through a common system of
symbols, signs, or behavior. Students should be able to communicate clearly, fluently,
strategically, technologically, critically, and creatively in society and in a variety of
workplaces. This process can best be accomplished through use of the following skills:
reading, writing, speaking, listening, viewing, and visually representing.

2. Problem Solving The identification of an obstacle or challenge and the subsequent
application of knowledge and thinking processes, which include reasoning, decision
making, and inquiry in order to reach a solution using multiple pathways, even when no
routine path is apparent.

3. Resource Access and UtilizationThe process of identifying, locating, selecting, and
using resource tools to help in analyzing, synthesizing, and communicating information.
The identification and employment of appropriate tools, techniques, and technologies are
essential to all learning processes. These resource tools include pen, pencil, and paper;
audio/video materials, word processors, computers, interactive devices,
telecommunication, and other emerging technologies.

4. Linking and Generating KnowledgeThe effective use of cognitive processes to generate
and link knowledge across the disciplines and in a variety of contexts. In order to engage
in the principles of continual improvement, students must be able to transfer and
elaborate on these processes. Transfer refers to the ability to apply a strategy or content
knowledge effectively in a setting or context other than that in which it was originally
learned. Elaboration refers to monitoring, adjusting, and expanding strategies into other
contexts.

5. Citizenship The application of the understanding of the ideals, rights, and
responsibilities of active participation in a democratic republic that includes working
respectfully and productively together for the benefit of the individual and the
community; being accountable for oneOs own choices and actions and understanding their
impact on oneself and others; knowing oneOs civil, constitutional, and statutory rights; and
mentoring others to become productive citizens and lifelong learners.
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Theatre Arts: Creative Expression

¥ Students develop creative expression through the application of knowledge, ideas,
communication skills, organizational abilities, and imagination.

Benchmarks Kindergarten ~ Grade 4
¥ In grades KP4, what students should know and be able to do includes to:

¥ Explore and express various emotions in interpersonal settings; (1, 5)

¥ Interact in group situations and show differentiation of roles threxglerimentation and
role playing; (1, 2, 5)

¥ Exhibit physical and emotional dimensions of characterization threxgérimentation and
role playing; (2, 5)

¥ Create story lines for improvisation; (2, 3, 4)

¥ Identify and express differences among reality, fantasy, role playing, and media
representation; (2, 3, 4)

¥ Develop awareness of technical dimensions of the dramatic form, stiobasscal space,
scenery, costuming, and make-up. (3, 4)

Benchmarks Grade 5 and 6
¥ In grades 5 and 6, what students should know and be able to do includes to:

¥ Demonstrate self-expression and various emotions individually and in g{@up};

¥ Demonstrate role playing individually and in interpersonal situatidns)

¥ Demonstrate physical and emotional traits appropriate to a variety of rolehanadters;
(2, 4)

¥ Create improvisations and scripted scenes based on personal expenegieation,
literature, and history; (1, 2, 3)

¥ Engage in individual and collaborative use of technical dimensions afrémeatic form
such as theatrical space, scenery, set design, costuming, and make-up. (1, 4, 5)
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Theatre Arts: Aesthetic Perception

¥ Students develop aesthetic perception through the knowledge of art forms and respect for
their commonalities and differences.

Benchmarks Kindergarten ~ Grade 4
¥ In grades KP4, what students should know and be able to do includes to:

¥ Understand and use basic theatre arts vocabulary, including languagsdobing theatre
in various cultures/time periods; (1)

¥ Recognize and respond to concepts of beauty and taste in the ideas and creations of others
through the study of theatre arts; (1, 4, 5)

¥ Develop a basic understanding of the processes of creating, performing, and observing
theatre; (2, 5)

¥ Recognize that there are many possibilities and choices in the creative processes for theatre
arts; (2, 4)

¥ Identify and discuss how works of theatre and dramatic media affect thoughts and feelings;
1,2

¥ Share personal feelings or preferences about theatre and other dramatic works. (1)

Benchmarks Grade 5 and 6
¥ In grades 5 and 6, what students should know and be able to do includes to:

¥ Understand and use expanded theatre arts vocabulary, including terms retheadrical
periods, environments, situations, and roles; (1, 4)

¥ Recognize that concepts of beauty differ from culture to culture and that taste varies from
person to person; (1, 4, 5)

¥ Identify and discuss appropriate behaviors for creators, performers, and observers of
theatre; (1, 2, 5)

¥ Demonstrate awareness of various new ideas, possibilities, options, and situations
pertaining to theatre arts; (1, 2, 4)

¥ Describe the emotional and intellectual impact of theatrical works and dramatic
performances; (1, 2)

¥ Express intuitive reactions and personal responses to theatre and other dramatic works. (1,
2,4)
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Theatre Arts: Historical & Cultural

¥ Students develop historical and cultural perspective by recognizing and understanding that
the arts throughout history are a record of human experience with a past, present, and
future.

Benchmarks Kindergarten ~ Grade 4
¥ In grades KP4, what students should know and be able to do includes to:

¥ Recognize basic types and forms of theatre and dramatic media (film, television, and
electronic media); (2, 3)

¥ Recognize cultural differences in theatre productions and performances; (2)

¥ Recall and recognize characters and situations in literature and dramatic media from the
past and present; (4)

¥ Recognize universal characters and situations in stories and dramas of various cultures and
how theatre reflects life; (2, 4)

¥ Recognize careers in theatre arts and identify roles of theatre artists in various cultures and
time periods; (4)

¥ Recognize great theatrical works and great playwrights who have shaped the history of
theatre. (4)

Benchmarks Grade 5 and 6
¥ In grades 5 and 6, what students should know and be able to do includes to:

¥ Describe types, forms, and patterns in theatre and dramatic mediatéféwision, and
electronic media); (1, 3)

¥ Identify differences in theatre across cultures and how artistic choices and artistic
expression reflect cultural values; (1, 2, 4)

¥ Identify and describe characters and situations in literature and dramatic media from the
past and present; (1, 4)

¥ Identify and discuss ways in which universal themes are revealed and developed in dramas
of various cultures and time periods; (1, 4)

¥ Describe and compare careers in theatre arts and roles of theatre artists in various cultures
and time periods; (1, 4, 5)

¥ Identify major works of great playwrights and recognize contributions of prominent theatre
artists. (3, 4)
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Theatre Arts: Critical Analysis

¥ Students make informed verbal and written observations about the arts by developing the
skills for critical analysis through the study of and exposure to the arts.

Benchmarks Kindergarten ~ Grade 4
¥ In grades KP4, what students should know and be able to do includes to:

¥ Describe in simple terms how voice, language, and technical elements are used in works of
theatre and other dramatic media; (1, 2)

¥ Identify motivations, personality traits, and responses to emotional experiences in
characters portrayed in dramatic literature and media; (2)

¥ Identify and discuss the theme, message, or story idea conveyed in a dramatic work; (1, 2)

¥ Use basic theatre arts vocabulary to express and explain opinions about scripts and
performances; (1)

¥ Identify relationships among theatre arts, other arts, and disciplines outside the arts. (1, 4)

Benchmarks Grade 5 and 6
¥ In grades 5 and 6, what students should know and be able to do includes to:

¥ Explain how elements of theatre and principles of communication are usedkis created
for the stage and other dramatic media; (1, 2)

¥ Analyze descriptions, dialogues, and actions to explain character traits, personality,
motivations, emotional perceptions, and ethical choices; (2, 5)

¥ Interpret and discuss the theme or social/political message conveyed in a dramatic work; (1,
5)

¥ Use appropriate criteria and expanded theatre arts vocabulary to critique scripts,
performances and productions; (1, 2)

¥ Describe relationships among theatre arts, other arts, and disciplines outside the arts. (1, 4)
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AVLE in AdvancesEadcationn

Setting Standards for Arts Education

Many school districts across Canada and the United States have adopted
standardized benchmarks used in assessing students performance and
understanding in Arts education. One such association that has developed
nationwide benchmarks is the National Committee for Standards in the Arts. The
Committee was established in 1994 through a grant administered by MENC, the
National Association for Music Education in Virginia, U.S.

Growing up to be an Artist

OEvery child is an artist. The problem is how to remain an artist once he(she) grows
up.O Pablo Picasso once noted the perils of keeping children inspired, fostering
growth in creativity, while perfecting the tools of the trade. | think that it should be our

goal to keep the dreams of children alive and bestow them with the skill-set to

pursue their hopes. By allowing them to express themselves through Theatre (in

English) we can offer them much more than a simple advanced language course, we

can offer them a foundation of skills that can be applied to every area of study, and to

life itself.

Ratifying Equals Uniform

Establishing a Theatre Arts program that is uniformly measured and transparent is a
difbcult process. The Arts aren"t like the traditional practical sciences where we have
a right and wrong answer. Art is a social science and therefore is certainly relative
from educator to educator. Math teachers unilaterally agree that two plus two equals
four, but how can a Arts teacher effectively and fairly evaluate a student participating
in an Art related class? Well by establishing commonly accepted benchmarks.
Benchmarks that will be used by every teacher city, or district-wide.

By establishing and following these guidelines; students can measure themselves
against their peers, educators will be able to draft lesson plans developing the skills
appropriate to that age group, and Pnally, add two very important elements the Arts
program, transparency and legitimacy. Without transparency in the programs offered,
legitimacy is missing. Parents and oversight committees need to see that uniformly
certain fundamental principles are being followed and used to construct lessons and
later, evaluate development across the entire city, or school district. Structure in
evaluating a course, program, or a student is an essential aspect of gauging the
development of the student and effectiveness of the lessons.
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